[Prevention of thromboembolism in patients with atrial fibrillation].
Provided that account is taken of the criteria discussed in the present article, there is no doubt about the therapeutic benefits of effective anticoagulation in patients with chronic atrial fibrillation. Indeed, it is to be expected that the previously valid therapeutic guidelines are more likely to be expanded to reduce feared thromboembolic complications to a minimum, as is exemplified by the recommendation that the application of anticoagulation treatment with vitamin K antagonists should be continued over the longer term, that is, after the restoration of sinus rhythm. Furthermore, there is hope that effective drugs with a calculable (level of) safety and simplicity of administration may soon become available.